


This is their story...
Way back before these crazy 2000’s started, there was a man with a dream. ..
Actually there was more of a student with a class... Nicholas Howard was that

student. And some random multimedia course at USC was that class.

Basically, Nick was given an assignment to create a piece of multimedia. So, with
the help of then-roommate Rob Kerkovich and friend Kevin Roache, he turned in
what was soon to become "Virtual Rob", considered by most theologians to be the

greatest single example of beauty ever created.

The concept was simple enough: Rob stands in front of a static camera placed in
Nick and Rob’s living room. Then, with the use of cunning "pro-gramming” a user is
able to click on different parts of Rob or his surroundings, causing hilarity to spring
forth. The three boys came up with about 15-20 different clicks (jokes); everything

from a lightsaber to Rob’s crotch was incorporated.

The interactive program earned Nick an "A" in his class, and a "Huh, wasn't that

fun” for Rob and Kevin.

Nibblebox.com presents Virtual Rob

Months later, word spread across the USC campus that Doug Liman was coming to
speak about a new entertainment website that he was starting up. Intrigued, but
mostly down to see the guy who directed Swingers in person, Nick, Rob, and Kevin
went to the meeting (with Nick's laptop mysteriously in tow). Liman, with the help
of his colleague, David Bartis, told the group of salivating film nerds about
Nibblebox.com, a website which was looking for content that would appeal to

college kids.

Not sure whether this was legit, or just another Cutco scheme, the boys
approached Liman and Bartis after the meeting. Exhausting themselves by pushing

their way past rabid Cinema majors (who were busy accosting Liman with pearls of



wisdom such as "Vince Vaughn was soooo funny!” a.k.a "Hire me for something!”),
Nick said something to the effect of "BEHOLDII" and whipped out his laptop with a
completed Virtual Rob prototype ready to go. The rest of the evening was a blur,

with vague recollections of Liman and Bartis smiling, opening up a briefcase full of

money, and half naked women dancing into the room.
Sort of.
By the beginning of 2001, Nick, Rob, and Kevin had completed eight episodes of

Virtual Rob, and had been featured in dozens of articles about Nibblebox and the

show. Actual respectable publications, like The Wall Street Journal, Premiere, The

Industry Standard, Forbes, The Daily Trojan, etc., were talkin® about the boys. With

the exception of the fact that their show was a little too advanced to really stream

well over the internet, they were on cloud 9. But that was before the dark times. ..

Hypnotic.com presents Rob’s Odyssey...

Feeling a sort of responsibility towards other dot coms, Nibblebox decided to come
dangerously close to going under. On the verge of graduating, our three heroes
had no clue where their futures were going. But then, miraculously,
Vivendi/Universal's web venture, Hypnotic.com, swooped in and assimilated
Nibblebox. Much like Optimus Prime evolving into Rodimus Prime, Nibblebox
became Hypnotic. So, with a new place to showcase their work, Nick, Rob, and
Kevin started work on Virtual Rob: Rob’s Odyssey. Now non-interactive, the show
was completely new, but still used many characters from the original Virtual Rob

universe, since the guys had already peaked creatively.

It was the worst thing ever created in the history of mankind. | mean, seriously,
we'll be the first ones to admit this: it was a piece of trash. | have no idea what we
were thinking. It was like, “Hey guys! | have this great concept! Rob’s roommate will

be a giant talking hand! Then we’ll say Rob’s head is going to blow up unless he



blah blah blah!” Then we're all like, “That is SOOOO funny!” and we clap each other

on the backs and eat another slice of denial pie.

Regardless, the boys scrapped everything from Rob’s Odyssey except the first three

minutes. They wrote an entirely new script and began work on a new pilot.

Finally... SUPER AGENT: ROB

Refusing to change the main character’'s name for fear that Rob would not be able
to play a something called a “character,” Hypnotic set a budget of 500 dollars and
filming began. Everyone was excited to be working on a show whose acronym
would, months later, come to mean a mysterious, crippling disease. The guys

hadn’t faced that since working on An Incidental Dog Show.

Several fistfights later, the show was complete. Nick, Kevin, and Rob did everything:
writing, directing, acting, filming, editing, sound, special effects, etc., with the help
of their creative and resourceful group of friends. Running at just over 20 minutes,
the show made use of practically every single person the guys knew at USC.
Unfortunately, the show’s budget went 200 dollars over, making the cost of the

show the same as a 1991 Ford Taurus.

Upon completion, Super Agent: Rob was screened at LA's Other Network, a
showcase for unaired pilots. Since then, the show has been featured on “The Today
Show” and in various journalistical periodicals. Armed with a plethora of genius

ideas for future episodes, the guys are currently pitching SAR as a television series.

The phone lines are now open.



